
Page 1�
dm© - Chan fhaodar na leasanan seo ath-riochdachadh gun chead bhon ùghdar�

dm© - These lessons may not be reproduced without permission from the author�

D
M

©
�Short Vowels� Long Vowels�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

a�

f�a�d�
b�a�ll, b�a�nn�§�

l�a�gh�‡�
a�dhbhar�‡�

s�a�bhal� ‡�
ball�a †�

b�a�t�
c�ow�
b�u�rn�
b�u�rn�
s�aw�
fath�e�r �

a�

b�à�n� f�a�r�

e�
dh�e�th�

t�e�th�
bail�e †�

s�e�t�
r�a�te�
fath�e�r�

e�
d�è�

f�è�ath�
f�a�me�
sh�e�d�

i� sir�
t�i�nn, t�i�ll�§�

f�ee�t�
k�i�ng� i� sì�n� m�e�

o�
b�o�g�
o�rra�

t�o�nn, t�o�ll, t�o�m�§�

b�ow�l�
m�o�dest�
c�ow� �

o�
ò�r�
b�ò�

f�aw�n�
b�o�ld�

u� g�u�th� f�u�ll� u� ù�r� p�oo�r�

 �†� these are indistinct obscure vowels as found in English�
§�short vowels are nasalised before terminal� nn�,� ll�&� m�
‡   bh�,� gh�and� dh� alter preceding short vowel sound�

Pronunciation Guide�

Vowel Sounds�
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�Diphthongs�

Based on Short Vowels� Based on Long Vowels�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

ai�
t�ai�s�

t�air�bh�
-�ai�dh (terminal)�

b�a�t�
h�i�t�
s�ee�

ai�
f�ài�lte�

‡� d�ài�mh�
f�a�r�
eye�

ao� d�ao�r� b�u�rn but longer,�
like French fl�eu�r�

ea�

*� l�ea�n, b�ea�tha�
**� d�ea�lt,�ea�la�
§� c�ea�nn, g�ea�ll�

s�e�t�
ya�k�
yow�l (ok so its not�
a real word)�

ea�

c�eà�rr� ya�rd�

ei� d�ei�ch� r�a�te� ei� c�èi�le� f�a�me�

eo� d�eo�ch� yo�nder� eo� eò�las� yaw�l�

eu� †� f�eu�r�
c�eu�m�

s�ee�r�
f�a�me� eu�

ia� c�ia�ll� s�ee�r� ia�

io� c�io�nt�
io�mlan�

yu�cca�
s�i�t� io� f�ìo�r� s�ee�r�

iu� d�iu�gh� yu�le� iu� iù�l� you�

oi� c�oi�s�
cl�oi�mh�

m�o�dest�
b�oy� oi� t�òi�sich�

cl�òi�mh�
f�aw�n�
cl�oi�ster�

ua� f�ua�r� fl�ue�nt� ua�

ui�  sl�ui�g�
t�ui�nn, t�ui�ll�

f�u�ll�
s�ui�ng� ui� d�ùi�l� p�oo�r�

‡�diphthong�ài� has this value only immediately before consonant groups�dh�,�mh�&� gh�
†�predominant pronunciation�

** this sound (�ya�k) is dominant or becoming so in nearly all other cases including where it�
precedes the consonant� l�

*� this sound (s�e�t) is only found preceding a single consonant (or its lenited equivalent)�
§�short vowels are nasalised before terminal� nn�&� ll�
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�Broad Consonants�

A, O, & U have similar influences on�
consonants.�

Further Gàidhlig Samples indicate where�
the non-initial consonant is different�

 �Slender Consonants�
Two Gàidhlig Samples are given where E &�

I have distinct influences on preceding�
consonants.�

Further Gàidhlig Samples indicate where�
the non-initial consonant is different�

 �Gàidhlig�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�
Imitation�

b� b�àn�
o�b�air�

b�ar�
to�p� b� b�eò�

b�ith�
b�eauty�
b�ee�

bh� bh�àn�
§� s�abh�al�

v�an�
s�aw� bh� bh�eò�

bh�ith�
v�iew�
v�ia�

c�

c�at�
ba�c�

c�ot�
lo�ch+k�sound� c�

c�eò�
c�ìr�

tai�c�

k�ew�
k�ey�
like German�
I�ch+k�

ch� ch�at� lo�ch�as spoken�
by a Scot� ch� ch�eò�

ch�ìr� like German I�ch�

chd� bo�chd�  lo�ch�+�k�

d�
d�à�

sa�d�
d�oor�
softer�d� but no�
real equivalent�

d�
 �d�eàrrs�

d�ìth�
j�ew�
j�ig�

dh�

dh�à�

§ adh�bhar�

guttural�g� but no�
real equivalent�
silent but af-�
fects preceding�
vowel�

dh †�

dh�eth� y�es�

f� f�àn� f�an� f� f�eàrr�
f�ìon�

f�ew�
f�eel�

fh�
fh�àn� silent �

fh�
fh�ìon� silent except in�

fhèin�,�fhathast�
and�fhuair�

Consonants�
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�Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�

Imitation�
Gàidhlig Samples� Nearest English�

Imitation�

g�
g�on�

s�g�ar, ra�g�
g�ot�
s�c�ar, ra�ck� g�

g�eàrr�
g�in�

s�g�eul, gèi�g�

a�g�ue�
g�ive�
s�c�ale, ti�ck�

gh� gh�on� guttural�g� but no�
equivalent�  �gh †� gh�in� y�es�

l�‡� l�à� close to ba�ll� � l�‡� l�ìon� l�ure�

ll�
to�ll� weak�l� preceded�

by a nasal�ow� but�
no real equivalent�

ll�
ti�ll� mi�ll�ion�

m� m�òr� m�op� m� m�eall�
m�ìn�

m�ew�
m�eal�

mh� mh�òr�
§� s�amh�radh�

v�ole�
h�ow� mh� mh�eall�

mh�ìn�
v�iew�
v�eal�

n�‡� n�a� close to� n�ap� n�‡� n�igh� n�ew�

nn�

to�nn� weak�n� preceded�
by a nasal�ow� but�
no real equiva-�
lent �

nn�

ti�nn� pi�n�ion�

ng� tra�ng� lo�ng�itude �

p� p�os� p�an� p� p�eann� p�ew�

ph� ph�os� f�an � ph�eann� f�ew�

r ‡� r�ag� trilled� r� but no�
real equivalent �

r ‡� r�is� soft�r� but no�
real equivalent�

s� s�on� s�o� s� s�ìn� sh�e�

sh� sh�on� h�oe� sh� sh�eall� h�ew�

t� t�um� t�oe� t� t�ìr� ch�ew�

th� th�um� h�oe� th� th�ìr� h�ew�

†� medial and terminal�dh� and�gh� preceded by a slender vowel can be regarded as silent�
‡ l�,� n�&� r� are not lenited in writing although they are subtle changes in their pronunciation in�

lenited positions in spoken Gàidhlig�
§ bh�,�dh�,�gh� &�mh� very often lose their consonant qualities when preceded�

by an unaccented�a� or� o�
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