LESSON 13
Possessive Adjectives

The possessive adjectives are:

mo - my (lenites next word) ar - our

do - your (lenites next word) ur, bhur - your #
a - his (lenites next word) an/am - their T
a- her

T am - their is used before nouns beginning with b, f, m or p
¥ bhur - your is often used following a word ending in a vowel

Examples:

mo chota - my coat ar cota - our coat

do chota - your coat ur cota - your coat

a chota - his coat an cota - their coat

a cota - her coat am mathair - their mother

When the word following begins with a vowel the following forms are used:

m" airgead - my money ar n-airgead - our money T
d" airgead - your money ur n-airgead - your money T
" airgead - his money 8§ an airgead - their money

a h-airgead - her money

8 the apostrophe before a noun beginning with a vowel indicates the loss of the possessive
adjective HIS and is not always used in the written language.

Tt ar n- and ur n- are frequently substituted by ar h- and ur h- respectively in the spoken
language (particularly in the Lewis dialect).

Possessive adjectives are used in preference to the prepositional pronouns of aig when
expressing close personal associations e.g. kinship, parts of the body etc:

mo chota, an cota agam - my coat ar taigh, an taigh againn

do chu, an cu agad - your dog ur n-airgead, an t-airgead agaibh

a sgoil, an sgoil aige - his school * an sgoil, an sgoil aca - their school $
a sgoil, an sgoil aice - her school * an taigh, an taigh aca - their house $

* a sgoil - his/her school: where ambiguity exists you should use the prepositional pronouns
to indicate possession.

$ - similarly, confusion with the definite noun can be avoided by using the prepositional
pronoun.

Page 1
dm® - Chan fhaodar na leasanan seo ath-riochdachadh gun chead bhon ughdar
dm®© - These lessons may not be reproduced without permission from the author



Confusion in these situations can also be avoided by using the emphatic suffices you met in
Lesson 12:

a sgoil-san - his school

a sgoil-se - her school

an sgoil-san - their school

an taigh-san - their house

NEW WORDS

Adjectives

ban - fair, blond buidhe - yellow
cearr - wrong ceart - correct
trath - early

Adverbs
gu math - well, rather, fairly

Conjunctions
is - and (for familiar associations)

Nouns

athair (m) - father brathair (m) - brother
cofaidh (m) -coffee ospadal (m) - hospital
freagairt () - answer mathair (f) - mother

piuthar (f) - sister

EXERCISE 1 Translate into English

1.  Tha mo chota ur salach

2. Tha an t-seacaid bhuidhe aice anns a* bhocsa

3. Bha fhalt gu math ban

4.  Am biodh do chu a" ruith anns a* phairc?

5. Chan eil am bainne agam ur

6. Tha ar n-eaglais air an t-sraid thall an sin

7. A bheil am brathair-san gu math a-nis? Tha

8. Tha bhur taigh blath is cofhartail

9. Am bi do mhathair a® dol a-mach a-nochd? Cha bhi
10. Bha mo chopan lan de chofaidh

EXERCISE 2 Translate into Gaidhlig
Is my answer right or wrong? It's correct, very good
Our money was in that bank over there
Their cat is sick just now
My father will be going out on the moor with his dog
His brother will be staying in our house tonight
My sister has a friend in (the) hospital
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My pen is green, and your (sibh) pen is red
Will my money be safe in that box? Yes, certainly

9. My mother and (is) my father are not so young now

10.

9p-ue uurebe ypeaaeyh ,e suue yoredoed Jn eyg
siu-e Bo oy areyle ,w Si Jreyeyw ow |18 uey)
yoeauuld nb ‘ypig ¢uis

esfoyq ,e suue aljieyqges webe peabaie-1 ue Iq Wy
yoeauulo nb ‘ypig

¢uts esboyq e suue ayjreyges peabire ,w I1q wy
Baeap

yqgrebe uuead we eyy snbe ‘suren webe uuead we ey
Baeap uuead an eyl snbe ‘auren uueayd ow eyl
[epedso ue suue Jaeyaniyd ow bre preaes eyl
pysou-e

uureBe ybrel ue suue yoeading ,e Areyyedyq e ypig
nys

® 9] ypeuoyw ,e Jre ydsew-e |op ,e Jieyie ,w ypig
abre nyo

,B SI9] ypeuoyw ,e Jie yoew-e [op e dleyie ,w ypig
elSedp-uUe uull ues-1ed ue eyl

elSedp-ue uull ede 1ed ue ey

Your sheep were in our garden yesterday
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